Effect of Varying Concentrations of Dietary Crude Protein and Metabolizable Energy on Laying Performance of Pearl Grey Guinea Fowl Hens by Nahashon, Samuel N. et al.
Tennessee State University 
Digital Scholarship @ Tennessee State University 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences 
Faculty Research 
Department of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences 
8-1-2007 
Effect of Varying Concentrations of Dietary Crude Protein and 
Metabolizable Energy on Laying Performance of Pearl Grey 
Guinea Fowl Hens 
Samuel N. Nahashon 
Tennessee State University 
Nathaniel Adefope 
Tennessee State University 
Abravi Amenyenu 
Tennessee State University 
D. Wright 
Tennessee State University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/agricultural-and-environmental-
sciences-faculty 
 Part of the Poultry or Avian Science Commons 
Recommended Citation 
S.N. Nahashon, N.A. Adefope, A. Amenyenu, D. Wright, "Effect of Varying Concentrations of Dietary Crude 
Protein and Metabolizable Energy on Laying Performance of Pearl Grey Guinea Fowl Hens", Poultry 
Science, Volume 86, Issue 8, 2007, Pages 1793-1799, ISSN 0032-5791, https://doi.org/10.1093/ps/
86.8.1793. 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Department of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences at Digital Scholarship @ Tennessee State University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences Faculty Research by an authorized administrator of Digital Scholarship @ Tennessee State 
University. For more information, please contact XGE@Tnstate.edu. 
Effect of Varying Concentrations of Dietary Crude Protein and Metabolizable
Energy on Laying Performance of Pearl Grey Guinea Fowl Hens
S. N. Nahashon,1 N. A. Adefope, A. Amenyenu, and D. Wright
Institute of Agricultural and Environmental Research, Tennessee State University, Nashville 37209
ABSTRACT This study was conducted to evaluate opti-
mum dietary concentrations of ME and CP for egg pro-
duction performance of the Pearl Gray guinea fowl laying
hens. In a 2 × 3 factorial arrangement, 360 Pearl Gray
guinea fowl replacement pullets (22 wk of age) were ran-
domly assigned to experimental diets with 2,800 and 2,900
kcal of ME/kg of diet, each containing 14, 16, and 18%
CP, respectively. Each dietary treatment was replicated
4 times, and feed and water were provided ad libitum.
Experimental birds were raised in laying cages and re-
ceived 16 h of light throughout the study period. The
birds were observed for feed consumption, hen-day egg
production (HDEP), egg weight (EW), egg mass (EM),
feed conversion ratio, internal egg quality, shell thickness
(ST), and BW at the end of each 28-d lay period at 26 to
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INTRODUCTION
The effect of diet on the performance of laying chick-
ens has been investigated quite extensively (DeGroote,
1972; Hughes, 1983; Peguri and Coon, 1988; Keshavarz
and Nakajima, 1995). However, research conducted to
determine the nutritional requirement of guinea fowl
laying pullets has been limited. Guinea layers raised in
cages lay on average 170 eggs per hen during a 36- to
40-wk lay period, whereas conventionally floor-reared
breeders lay between 50 to 100 eggs per season (Hayes,
1987). This translates to high cost of production (Ayori-
nde and Oluyemi, 1989; Ayorinde, 1991) as a result of
poor efficiency in converting feed to eggs. Improving
guinea fowl production will minimize the cost of feed-
ing, which accounts for about 60 to 80% of the total cost
of poultry production (Pym, 1990). This will in turn
profit the guinea fowl industry (Fedkiw et al., 1992).
Performance of layers at sexual maturity and during
the laying cycles can be influenced greatly by nutrition.
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50 wk of age and at 62 to 86 wk of age. Mortality was
recorded as it occurred. Mean HDEP, EW, EM, and ST
were higher (P < 0.05) in hens receiving diets with 2,800
kcal of ME/kg of feed than those fed diets containing
2,900 kcal of ME/kg of diet. Hens on 14% CP diets also
exhibited higher (P < 0.05) HDEP, EM, and ST than those
fed diets containing 16 and 18% CP diets. Mean feed
conversion ratio of birds on 2,800 kcal of ME/kg of diet
and 14% CP diets were significantly lower than those
of hens on other dietary treatments. Differences in feed
consumption, EW, internal egg quality, BW, and mortal-
ity among dietary ME and CP concentrations were not
significant (P > 0.05). Overall, diets composed of 2,800
kcal of ME/kg of diet and 14% CP were utilized more
efficiently by the Pearl Gray guinea fowl laying hens at
26 to 50 and 62 to 86 wk of age.
For example, several studies have evaluated the possibil-
ity of increasing egg weight (EW) through manipulation
of nutrients in the diet such as protein (DeGroote, 1972;
Keshavarz and Nakajima, 1995), AMEn, and fat content
(Sell et al., 1987). An increase in dietary energy signifi-
cantly improved egg production, EW, and egg mass
(EM), whereas increasing AMEn in experimental diets
of laying hens decreased feed intake and improved feed
conversion per dozen and per kilogram of eggs (Grobas
et al., 1999). As a result, predictions of ME requirements
of laying hens have been recommended (Peguri and
Coon, 1988; NRC, 1994).
Keshavarz and Nakajima (1995) conducted experi-
ments to determine the effect of dietary manipulations
of energy, protein, and fat during the early stages of egg
production of Single Comb White Leghorn pullets. They
reported that egg production increased due to increasing
the protein or energy levels, although feed consumption
(FC) was not influenced by these dietary changes.
Hughes (1983) fed individual caged hens methionine-
deficient or adequate diets. The study showed that egg
production was greater for the hens receiving ade-
quate diets.
Improving growth and efficiency of feed utilization
in guinea fowl will also reduce soil and ground water
contamination that may result from excessive nitrogen
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Table 1. Composition of experimental diets using 2 levels of ME (2,800 and 2,900 kcal/kg of diet) and 3 levels
of CP (14, 16, 18%)
2,800 kcal/kg of ME 2,900 kcal/kg of ME
Item 14% 16% 18% 14% 16% 18%
%
Ingredient and analysis
Corn, yellow #2 (8% CP) 70.00 63.76 57.04 67.58 61.16 54.54
Soybean meal (48% CP) 17.27 22.40 27.80 17.60 22.80 28.20
Alfalfa meal (17% CP) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Poultry blended fat 0.80 1.90 3.20 2.90 4.10 5.30
Dicalcium phosphate (18% P, 22% Ca) 1.80 1.80 1.80 1.80 1.80 1.80
Limestone flour (38.8% Ca) 8.43 8.43 8.43 8.43 8.43 8.43
Salt 0.37 0.37 0.37 0.37 0.37 0.37
Vitamin-mineral premix1 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25
DL-Met (98%)2 0.08 0.09 0.11 0.07 0.09 0.11
Calculated analysis
ME, kcal/kg of diet 2,800 2,800 2,800 2,900 2,900 2,900
CP 14 16 18 14 16 18
Ca 3.75 3.75 3.75 3.75 3.75 3.75
Total P 0.72 0.72 0.72 0.72 0.72 0.72
Available P 0.53 0.53 0.53 0.53 0.53 0.53
Met 0.32 0.35 0.39 0.32 0.35 0.39
Met + Cys 0.57 0.62 0.69 0.57 0.62 0.69
Lys 0.70 0.83 0.97 0.70 0.83 0.97
Crude fat 3.58 4.38 5.35 5.37 6.27 7.14
Analyzed level
CP 13.89 15.91 17.93 13.90 15.88 17.92
Crude fat 3.46 4.28 5.27 5.28 6.15 7.01
1Provided per kilogram of diet: retinyl acetate, 3,500 IU; cholecalciferol, 1,000 ICU; DL-α-tocopheryl acetate,
4.5 IU; menadione sodium bisulfite complex, 2.8 mg; vitamin B12, 5.0 mg; riboflavin, 2.5 mg; pantothenic acid,
4.0 mg; niacin, 15.0 mg; choline, 172 mg; folic acid, 230 mg; ethoxyquin, 56.7 mg; manganese, 65 mg; iodine, 1
mg; iron, 54.8 mg; copper, 6 mg; zinc, 55 mg; selenium, 0.3 mg.
2Degussa Corporation, Kennesaw, GA.
and phosphorus in poultry manure, an environmental
concern (Borgida, 1991; Schutte et al., 1992). Consider-
able amounts of nitrogen are excreted by commercial
laying hens to the environment. Furthermore, protein is
one of the most expensive components of poultry ra-
tions. Therefore, any approach that could potentially
reduce the intake, and as a result, the excretion of the
nutrient without affecting the hen’s productivity would
have a significant impact in reducing the environmental
pollution. The objective of this study was to evaluate
optimum dietary concentrations of ME and CP for egg




Five hundred sixty day-old Pearl Gray guinea keets
were obtained from a commercial source (Ideal Poultry
Breeding Farms, Cameron, TX) and raised under stan-
dard brooding and rearing techniques (Nahashon et al.,
2006). At 22 wk of age (WOA), 360 pullets were weighed
individually and randomly assigned to individual lay-
ing cages (30.5 × 45.7 × 45.7 cm) in a laying house. In a
2 × 3 factorial arrangement, the pullets were randomly
assigned to experimental diets with 2,800 and 2,900 kcal
of ME/kg of diet each containing 14, 16, and 18% CP
(Table 1). The diets were fed in mash form, and feed
and water were provided for ad libitum consumption.
Each dietary treatment was replicated 4 times. All birds
received a 16-h constant lighting regimen throughout
the experimentation periods from 26 to 50 WOA and 62
to 86 WOA.
During the laying period, experimental birds were
observed for FC, hen-day egg production (HDEP), EW,
EM, feed conversion ratio (FCR), internal egg quality
(IEQ), shell thickness (ST), and BW at the end of each
28-d lay period at 26 to 50 WOA and at 62 to 86 WOA.
Five birds from each replicate were identified, and the
same birds were weighed at the end of each 28-d period.
Eggs were collected for 5 consecutive days at the end
of each 28-d period and were used in determining EW,
IEQ, and ST. The eggs were weighed individually and
broken on a glass break-out stand with a reflective mir-
ror to detect blood spots on the underside of the egg.
Albumen heights were measured using a micrometer
(B.C. Ames Co., Waltham, MA), the incidence of blood
spots was recorded, and Haugh units calculated using
the formula described by Roush (1981). Eggshell thick-
ness was determined using a caliper (B.C. Ames Co.).
Two measurements from the midpoint of the opposite
ends of the longitudinal sections of the egg, and 1 mea-
surement each from the large and small ends of the eggs
was obtained. The average of these 4 measurements was
considered eggshell thickness for an individual egg.
Mortality was recorded as it occurred, and percentage
mortality was determined at the end of each 28-d period.
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Statistical Analysis
Percent data (HDEP) were transformed into arc sine
coefficients prior to analysis. Data were subjected to
ANOVA using the GLM procedures of SAS (SAS Insti-
tute, 2002) as a 2 × 3 factorial arrangement of dietary
treatments with dietary ME and CP as main effects. All
variables were analyzed as repeated measurements with
the exception of mortality. Correlation analyses between
treatment effects and performance variables were also
computed using the GLM procedures. The statistical
model used for HDEP, FC, FCR, EW, EM, IEQ, ST, BW
gain (BWG), and mortality was: Yijklm =  + Mi + Pj +
Tk + (MP)ij + (MT)ik + (PT)jk + (MPT)ijk + Rijkl + βijklm,
where Yijklm = response variables from each individual
replication, = the overall mean; Mi = the effect of di-
etary ME; Pj = the effect of dietary CP; Tk = the effect
of time period; (MP)ij = the effect due to interactions
between dietary ME and CP; (MT)ik = the effect due to
interactions between ME and time periods; (PT)jk = the
effect due to interactions between dietary CP and time
periods; (MPT)ijk = the interactions between ME, CP,
and time periods; Rijkl = the interexperimental unit (repli-
cations) error term; and γijklm = the intraexperimental
unit error term. Two-way interactions between CP and
ME, CP and time periods, ME and time periods, and the
3-way interactions among ME, CP, and time periods
were not significant (P > 0.05); thus, data were pooled
across periods and analyzed for main effects. Least sig-
nificant difference comparisons were made between
treatment means for main effects when there was a sig-
nificant F-value. Differences in mortality among dietary
treatments were analyzed using the χ2 method. Signifi-
cance implies (P < 0.05) unless stated otherwise.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The mean FC, HDEP, EW, EM, FCR, IEQ, BWG, ST,
and mortality of Pearl Gray guinea fowl hens fed diets
containing varying ME and CP concentrations from 26
to 50 and 62 to 86 WOA are presented in Tables 2 and
4, respectively. Differences in mean FC of the guinea
fowl layers fed diets containing 2,800 and 2,900 kcal of
ME/kg of diet were not significant (P > 0.05) at 26 to 50
WOA and 62 to 86 WOA. Contrary to these findings,
Grobas et al. (1999) reported a 4% decrease in feed intake
when AMEn in experimental diets of Isabrown laying
hens (22 to 65 wk of age) was increased from 2,680
to 2,810 kcal/kg. In this study, the lack of significant
difference in FC between birds on 2,800 and those on
2,900 kcal of ME/kg of diet may be due to the narrow
range of the 2 energy levels (100 kcal of ME/kg of diet)
when compared with the dietary AMEn range of the 2
dietary treatments (130 kcal of ME/kg of diet) in the
report of Grobas et al. (1999). In related studies, Nahas-
hon et al. (2006) reported that when Pearl Gray replace-
ment pullets were fed diets containing 2,900 or 3,000 kcal
of ME/kg of diet, differences in FC were not significant.
However, when the ME was increased to 3,100 kcal of
ME/kg of diet, a significant difference in FC was ob-
served between birds on 2,900 and those on 3,100 kcal
of ME/kg of diet. According to Golian and Maurice
(1992) and Leeson et al. (1993), birds consume feed to
primarily meet their energy requirement. Mean differ-
ences in FC of birds fed the 14, 16, and 18% CP diets
were also not significant at 26 to 50 WOA. However, at
62 to 86 WOA, although differences in FC between birds
on 14 and 16% CP diets were not significant, feed con-
sumption was about 3% higher (P < 0.05) in birds fed
diets that contained 18% CP when compared with those
fed 14% CP diets. Sterling et al. (2002) evaluated the
performance of broiler chicks fed diets with cottonseed
meal as the major protein source. They reported that
protein source and dietary level significantly (P < 0.05)
affected feed intake.
Percent HDEP, EW, EM, and ST were significantly
higher (P < 0.05) by 7, 5, 12, and 6%, respectively, in
birds that received diets containing 2,800 kcal of ME/
kg of diet than those fed diets containing 2,900 kcal of
ME/kg of diet at 26 to 50 WOA (Table 2). A similar
pattern was observed at 62 to 86 WOA where birds on
2,800 kcal of ME/kg of diet exhibited HDEP, EW, and
EM that were 23, 10, and 31% higher (P < 0.05) than
those of birds on 2,900 kcal of ME/kg of diet (Table 4).
These observations were contrary to the report of Sell
et al. (1987) that increasing dietary energy significantly
improved HDEP, EW, and EM. In previous studies using
broiler breeders, Brake et al. (1989) reported that addi-
tion of 2, 4, or 6% poultry fat to broiler breeder diets
with respective increase in ME intake increased HDEP.
There is likelihood that the energy level of the diets that
were not supplemented with poultry fat (Brake et al.,
1989) was suboptimal. In the present study, the 2,800
kcal of ME/kg of diet may have provided energy to
protein ratio that provided better utilization of dietary
energy and protein by the Pearl Gray laying hens. The
energy to protein ratio of the diets composed of 14% CP
and 2,800 or 2,900 kcal of ME/kg was 200 and 207,
respectively. Leeson et al. (1993) and Golian and Maurice
(1992) reported that birds would consume feed to pri-
marily meet their energy requirement. Protein utiliza-
tion, which is essential in egg production, would
therefore be highly dependent on this notion. Birds con-
suming diets with energy to protein ration of 207 would
consume less protein than those fed diets with energy
to protein ration of 200. Although not statistically signifi-
cant, BW gain and FC of birds on 2,900 kcal of ME/kg
diet were higher than those of birds on the 2,800 kcal
of ME/kg of diet, and these may have contributed to
the lower performance of the birds on the 2,900 kcal of
ME/kg of diet than those on the 2,800 kcal of ME/
kg of diet. Excessive caloric consumption may lead to
increased BW gain associated with fatness and as a result
reduce egg production of laying birds (Rosenboim et al.
1999). In other reports, Summers and Leeson (1993) and
Peebles et al. (2000) reported that EW was not changed
by increasing dietary energy of Single Comb White Leg-
horn pullets. Nevertheless, other researchers have re-
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Table 2. Laying performance of Pearl Gray guinea fowl hens fed diets with varying concentrations of ME and CP, 26 to 50 wk of age
Hen-day Daily Feed Internal
Feed egg Egg egg conversion ratio, egg BW Shell
consumption, production, weight, mass g of feed/ quality, gain1 thickness Mortality,
Item g/hen per day % g/egg g/hen per day g of egg mass HU2 g/hen (×10−2), mm %
ME,2 kcal/kg of diet
2,800 129.5 59.4a 39.4a 23.4a 5.5a 78.9 97.6 1.7a 0.9
2,900 128.6 55.6b 37.5b 20.9b 6.2b 80.7 102.4 1.6b 1.2
PSEM3 0.82 1.23 0.26 0.52 0.02 0.55 2.85 0.02 0.08
CP, %
14 128.6 66.6a 38.2 25.4a 5.1a 76.8 93.9 1.7a 1.3
16 129.8 51.0b 39.0 20.0b 6.3b 76.7 101.2 1.7a 1.1
18 130.5 54.9b 38.1 20.9b 6.2b 75.9 95.8 1.5b 0.8
PSEM 0.88 1.62 0.35 0.43 0.06 0.48 2.74 0.02 0.06
P-value
ME NS 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.03 NS NS 0.05 NS
CP NS 0.01 NS 0.05 0.04 NS NS 0.01 NS
ME × CP NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS
a,bMean feed conversion ratios within columns of ME or CP levels with no common superscript differ (P < 0.05).
1Average BW gain from 26 to 50 wk of age.
2HU = Haugh units.
3PSEM = pooled SEM.
ported a significant increase in EW with increase in
dietary energy intake of commercial leghorns (Harms
et al., 2000; Bohnsack et al., 2002; Sohail et al., 2003) and
broiler breeders (Spratt and Leeson, 1987). The higher
EM in birds fed the 2,800 than those fed the 2,900 kcal
of ME/kg of diet may be due to higher HDEP and EW,
which were associated with these diets. Positive and
significant (P < 0.05) correlations between HDEP and EM
and between EW and EM (Tables 3 and 5, respectively)
support this premise. Feed conversion ratio was 13 and
36% lower (P < 0.05) in laying birds that were fed the
2,800 kcal of ME/kg of diet than those fed diets con-
taining 2,900 kcal of ME/kg of diet at 26 to 50 WOA
(Table 2) and 62 to 86 WOA (Table 4), respectively. How-
ever, differences in IEQ, BWG, and mortality were not
significant among the 2 dietary ME concentrations at 26
to 50 WOA and 62 to 86 WOA. On the other hand, the
difference in ST was also not significant among the 2
dietary ME concentrations at 62 to 86 WOA.
Mean FC of the Pearl Gray guinea fowl hens was not
different (P > 0.05) among dietary CP levels at 26 to
50 WOA. However, at 62 to 86 WOA, birds fed diets
containing 18% CP consumed 3% more feed (P < 0.05)
Table 3. Correlation coefficients among performance traits of Pearl Gray guinea fowl laying hens fed diets with
varying concentrations of ME and CP, 26 to 50 wk of age1
Item FC FCR HDEP EW EM IEQ ST
CP −0.07 −0.12 −0.09 0.02 −0.15 −0.13 −0.12
ME −0.28* 0.13 −0.16 −0.21* −0.19* 0.14 −0.16
FC 0.41** −0.18 0.11 0.08 0.10 0.07
FCR −0.78** 0.14 −0.12 −0.06 0.08
HDEP −0.13 0.57** 0.08 −0.05
EW 0.61** 0.11 −0.09
EM −0.06 −0.10
IEQ 0.19*
1FC = feed consumption; FCR = feed conversion ratio; HDEP = hen-day egg production; EW = egg weight;
EM = egg mass; IEQ = internal egg quality; ST = shell thickness.
*P < 0.05; **P < 0.01.
than those fed 14 and 16% CP diets. It was established
that birds fed diets containing 14, 16, and 18% CP diets
consumed about 18, 21, and 24 g of CP per day, respec-
tively, during 26 to 50 WOA and 62 to 86 WOA. A recent
report (Nahashon et al. 2006) demonstrated that Pearl
Gray replacement pullets fed diets containing 24% CP
diets consumed more feed than those fed diets con-
taining 22 and 20% CP at 0 to 8 WOA. A similar trend
was reported at 9 to 16 WOA, whereby FC of birds
consuming diets containing 21% CP was significantly
higher (P < 0.05) than that of birds fed diets containing
19 and 17% CP diets (Nahashon et al., 2006). Mean HDEP
and daily EM were 31 and 27% higher (P < 0.05) in birds
fed diets containing 14% CP than those fed 16 and 18%
CP diets at 26 to 50 WOA. At 62 to 86 WOA, percent
HDEP and EM were 21 and 34% higher in birds fed the
14% CP diets when compared with those fed the 16 and
18% CP diets, respectively. Because the 14% CP diets
seem adequate for the Pearl Gray guinea fowl layers,
the decreased production performance of the birds on 16
and 18% CP diets may be due to increased expenditure
of energy in catabolism of excess dietary amino acids.
Consumption of CP by birds on 16 and 18% CP diets
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Table 4. Laying performance of Pearl Gray guinea fowl hens fed diets with varying concentrations of ME and CP, 62 to 86 wk of age
Hen-day Daily Feed Internal Shell
Feed egg Egg egg conversion ratio, egg BW thickness
consumption, production, weight, mass, g of feed/ quality, gain,1 (×10−2), Mortality,
Item g/hen per day % g/egg g/hen per day g of egg mass HU2 g/hen mm %
ME, kcal/kg of diet
2,800 130.1 45.8a 38.0a 17.4a 7.2a 70.7 102.3 1.6 1.1
2,900 131.3 37.2b 35.7b 13.3b 9.8b 70.3 104.7 1.5 0.8
PSEM3 1.04 1.62 0.32 0.61 0.14 0.58 2.68 0.30 0.18
CP, %
14 128.2b 50.6a 36.5 18.4a 6.9a 71.2 105.6 1.5 0.0
16 129.3ab 41.7b 37.9 13.7b 9.5b 70.1 98.4 1.5 0.6
18 131.5a 38.0b 36.1 13.9b 9.3b 70.2 101.8 1.4 0.9
PSEM 1.01 2.01 0.38 0.73 0.26 0.69 2.75 0.04 0.15
P-value
ME NS 0.01 0.04 0.02 0.02 NS NS NS NS
CP 0.05 0.01 NS 0.01 0.01 NS NS NS NS
ME × CP NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS NS
a,bMean feed conversion ratios within columns of ME or CP levels with no common superscript differ (P < 0.05).
1Average body weight gain from 62 to 86 wk of age.
3HU = Haugh unit.
4PSEM=pooled SEM.
was 17 and 33% higher than that of birds fed diets con-
taining 14% CP diets, respectively. It is likely that energy
expenditure that would have otherwise been utilized on
production performance in birds fed the 16 and 18% CP
diets was utilized for the excess amino acid catabolism
(MacLeod, 1997). However, previous studies (Keshavarz
and Nakajima, 1995) that were contrary to this report
have shown that egg production increased due to in-
creasing dietary protein levels although feed consump-
tion was not influenced by these dietary changes. Earlier,
Hughes (1983) fed individual caged hens methionine-
deficient or adequate diets and reported that egg pro-
duction was greater for the hens receiving adequate
diets. Birds on 2,900 kcal of ME/kg of diet consumed
2.7% more calories/d and exhibited a higher energy to
protein ratio than those fed diets containing 2,800 kcal
of ME/kg of diet. Much of the energy consumed might
have been deposited as fat as reflected in BW gains that
were 5% higher in birds on 2,900 kcal of ME/kg of diet
when compared with those on 2,800 kcal of ME/kg of
diet. Negative correlations between fatness and egg pro-
duction performance have been reported (Richards et
al., 2003). Therefore, the higher BW gains of birds on
Table 5. Correlation coefficients among performance traits of Pearl Gray guinea fowl laying hens fed diets with
varying concentrations of ME and CP, 62 to 86 wk of age1
Item FC FCR HDEP EW EM IEQ ST
CP 0.11 −0.05 0.15 0.16 0.21* 0.19* −0.07
ME −0.22 −0.16 −0.19* −0.24* −0.22* −0.14 0.04
FC 0.37** −0.11 0.09 0.13 0.08 0.06
FCR −0.65** −0.08 −0.11 0.03 0.07
HDEP −0.09 0.52** 0.05 0.03
EW 0.59** 0.13 −0.08
EM −0.05 −0.06
IEQ 0.17*
1FC = feed consumption; FCR = feed conversion ratio; HDEP = hen-day egg production; EW = egg weight;
EM = egg mass; IEQ = internal egg quality; ST = shell thickness.
*P < 0.05; **P < 0.01.
the 2,900 kcal of ME/kg of diet might have contributed
to lower percent HDEP of these birds when compared
with those on 2,800 kcal of ME/kg of diet. This may
have obscured the ability of the 2,900 kcal of ME/kg of
diet from providing a higher ME for the catabolism of
excess amino acids in the 16 and 18% CP diets, a factor
that could have led to a higher percent HDEP in birds
on the 2,900 kcal of ME/kg of diet when compared with
those on 2,800 kcal of ME/kg of diet. Differences in EW
among dietary CP concentrations were not significant
throughout the experimentation period. This observa-
tion was consistent with the report of Keshavarz (1998)
that dietary energy or protein levels did not have an
effect on early egg size or overall performance of Single
Comb White Leghorn pullets up to 66 WOA.
Pearl Gray guinea fowl hens consuming diets con-
taining 14% CP exhibited FCR that were 25 and 34%
lower than those of birds fed diets containing 16 and
18% CP diets at 26 to 50 and 62 to 86 WOA, respectively.
Birds fed diets containing 14% CP had higher HDEP
and consumed less feed than birds fed diets containing
the 16 and 18% CP diets, resulting in a lower FCR in
birds on the 14% CP diets when compared with those
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on the 16 and 18% CP diets. The positive and significant
(P < 0.05) correlations between FC and FCR and the
negative and significant correlation between FCR and
HDEP suggest that birds that consumed less feed (those
fed 14% CP diets) had lower FCR and higher HDEP than
birds that consumed more feed (those fed 16 and 18%
CP diets). Differences in IEQ, BWG, and mortality
among birds fed diets containing 14, 16, and 18% CP
diets were not significant at 26 to 50 WOA and 62 to
86 WOA.
Correlation coefficients among egg production vari-
ables of Pearl Gray guinea fowl at 26 to 50 and 62 to
86 WOA are presented in Tables 3 and 5, respectively.
Correlations between FC and ME were negative and
significant (P < 0.05) at 26 to 50 WOA but not at 62 to
86 WOA. As expected, at both age periods positive and
significant (P < 0.01) correlations between FCR and FC,
HDEP and EM, and EW and EM were observed at both
age periods. The variation in FCR and EM was most
dependent on the number of eggs produced, hence the
higher correlations among these variables. Although the
negative correlations between HDEP and EW were not
significant (P > 0.05), negative and significant (P < 0.05)
correlations were observed between ME and both EW
and EM. Other reports have shown significant increase
in EW with increase in dietary energy intake of commer-
cial Leghorns (Harms et al., 2000; Bohnsack et al., 2002;
Sohail et al., 2003) and broiler breeders (Spratt and Lee-
son, 1987). Previous studies (Emsley et al. 1977) have
also shown that strain-cross laying chickens exhibited
negative correlations between HDEP and both EW and
egg specific gravity. Correlations between HDEP and
IEQ and between HDEP and ST were not significant
as well.
Based on the described conditions under which this
study was conducted, diets composed of 2,800 kcal of
ME/kg of diet and 14% CP were utilized more efficiently
by the Pearl Gray guinea fowl laying hens both at 26 to
50 WOA and 62 to 86 WOA.
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